
NORDIC LIFE SCIENCE PLATFORM
- Medtech, Healthtech and Rehabilitation

www.nlsp.dk 1 February 2023© 2023 by NLSP APS

Partnership with:

Getting Started in China



Nordic Life Science Platform

- Fast-track Market Entry

NLSP has been established to give Nordic medtech, healthtech and

rehabilitation companies a more safe, efficient and easier access to the

Chinese healthcare market and take advantage of the preferential policies

and opportunities at Hainan Boao Lecheng International Medical Tourism

Pilot Zone that is part of the newly launched Hainan Free Trade Port.

Partnership

To explore these market opportunities closer, the Nordic Life Science

Platform ApS has formed a new Partnership with the Danish Life Science

Cluster, Innovation Center Denmark in Shanghai, and The Trade Council in

China with the support of Medtech Denmark.
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Mission

The initial aim is to match the demand for innovative medical products and

solutions by the hospitals in Hainan Boao Lecheng with the supply of Nordic

companies, and to help develop new export opportunities to the rest of the

Chinese healthcare market.



Nordic Life Science Platform

- China’s Healthcare Market

China’s healthcare market is mainly driven by major demographic changes

such as rising prosperity, increasing urbanization, falling birth rates and

rapidly aging population which is leading to a growing number of chronic

diseases.

To satisfy the rising demand for high-quality healthcare services, China is

investing massively in medical R&D, IT, AI, modern hospitals, innovative

medical devices, medicines, and treatment methods.

Today, the Chinese markets for both medical devices and medicines is the

world’s second largest and one of the most important (export) growth

markets for Nordic Life Science products, solutions and know-how.

In 2020, China’s healthcare spending totaled RMB 7.2 trillion (~USD 1 trillion)

or 7.1% of GDP while it was 9.2% in Finland, 10.6% in Denmark, 11.3% in

Norway, 11.4% in Sweden, and 19.7% in the US.

In 2020, China’s pharmaceutical industry generated a total revenue of RMB

1.4 trillion (~USD 200 billion) with a year-on-year growth of 10%.

In 2020, China’s medical device market generated a total revenue of RMB

800 billion (~USD 110 billion) with annual growth rates of 20% since 2015.

• Second largest Life Science market after the US

• High demand for foreign/Nordic solutions, 

products and know-how

• Increased demand driven by healthcare reforms

• Special market entry policies via Hainan Boao 

Lecheng International Medical Zone
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Nordic Life Science Platform

- Gateway and Stepping-Stone

Despite the great market potential, many Nordic companies hold back from

starting exports or own sales in China because of lack of market knowledge

and entry barriers and therefore consider it too difficult and risky.

This uncertainty and doubt include among others language barriers, IPR

protection, local competition, authorities, laws, rules & regulations,

application, registration and approval procedures, procurement rules,

decision-makers, distribution and sales channels.

To lower the entry barriers, we have gathered a team of experts with many

years of know-how and experience from advising and assisting Nordic

companies entering and operating in China.

NLSP is a one-stop service platform that reduces the challenges and time to

market by offering expert advice and supporting services, and by utilizing

our local partner network in China.

Hainan Boao Lecheng serves as a gateway and stepping-stone to the rest of

the Mainland China healthcare market.

"NLSP – Save time and money and get directly to the market"
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Nordic Life Science Platform

- Step-by-Step Market Entry Model

NLSP delivers a Step-by-Step Market Entry Model that supports companies

all the way but also give them the option to pull out during the process if

the Chinese market is not right for them.

With NLSP and our partner network in China, our experienced team will

assist Nordic life science companies to enter the Chinese healthcare market

and to take advantage of the opportunities at Hainan Boao Lecheng.

We offer expert advice and supporting services such as project

management, legal assistance, IPR protection, match-making, market

research, partner search, venture capital contacts, company set-up,

registrations and approvals, and sales & marketing.

STEP-BY-STEP MARKET ENTRY MODEL 

MODEL
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Nordic Life Science Platform

- Hainan Boao Lecheng International Medical Zone

Hainan Boao Lecheng is a designated “Special Medical Zone” in China that

has been granted preferential policies with the aim to create a world-class

international medical destination and cluster for advanced medical

treatment, rehabilitation, medical R&D, and technology innovation in China.

It offers special fast-track approval procedures that make it easier and

quicker to register, import, test, and sell medical devices and medicines in

urgent need for use in Hainan Boao Lecheng that are not yet registered in

China but approved overseas with CE mark, FDA license or PMDA approval.

It is the only place in China that allows the collection of Real-World Data

from the use of medical devices and medicines imported under the fast-

track approval procedures that can supplement the application for the

NMPA registration which can accelerate the approval process for selling in

the rest of Mainland China.

When fully developed, Hainan Boao Lecheng is planned to cover 25 km2

with a total of 3 km2 of constructed land.

Currently, 12 hospitals and 5 medical service centers are in operation with 5

new hospitals opening in 2023, and ten more planned. Total construction

costs are estimated at RMB 100 billion (USD 16 billion).
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Nordic Life Science Platform

- Hainan Boao Lecheng International Medical Zone

• Located by the Wanquan River near Qionghai City about 90 kilometres

south-east of Haikou, the provincial capital of Hainan.

• Lies 7.3 kilometres from Qionghai Boao Airport, and 3.7 kilometres from

Boao Railway Station with high-speed train links. The driving distance by

train or car from Haikou is about 1 hour and 15 minutes.

• Flying time from Beijing to Haikou is 4 hours while it is 2 hours and 45

minutes from Shanghai and 1 hour and 15 minutes from Guangzhou,

Shenzhen, and Hong Kong. Direct flights from Shanghai to Qionghai Boao

Airport take 3 hours and 20 minutes.
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Nordic Life Science Platform

- Expert Advise and Support

Henrik Herman
Partner

Henrik has over 25 
years of international 
business experience 
with 18 years in the 

Water Treatment 
Industry, project sales 

and management. 
Henrik holds further 10 

years experience 
within Banking, 

Finance, Investments 
and M&A’s. 

Peter Ølbye, 
Partner

Peter has more than 20 
years of international 

business experience from 
working with China in 

close cooperation with 
the Danish, Nordic and 

Chinese public and 
private sectors. He has 
been posted to Eastern 

Europe and China several 
times and has extensive 
experience working with 

organizations, companies 
and authorities.

Daisy Du,                   
Partner

Daisy is a Chinese 
Attorney-at-Law with a 

Master of Laws (LLM) 
from Durham University 
in the UK, and Bachelor 

of Laws (LLB) from 
Zhongnan University of 

Economics & Law in 
China. She has many 

years of legal expertise 
and experience advising 
and supporting foreign 

companies with their 
operations in China.

Noam David Stern, 
Partner

Noam has lived in China 
since 2005 where he today 

is the Founder of a 
specialized consulting firm 

in Shanghai that offers 
practical advice and 

supporting business and 
legal services to mostly 

Scandinavian companies 
with market access, 

foreign investment and 
operations in China. He is 
also China Representative 

of the Danish-Chinese 
Business Forum.
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Nordic Life Science Platform

- Contact

NLSP Nordic Office

Jernbanevej 1,

2800 Lyngby, Denmark

Peter Oelbye

Mobile: +45 5181 8281

Email: poe@nlsp.dk

NLSP China Office

Room 2003, Level 20, The Center, 

989 Changle Road, 

Shanghai 200031, China

Noam David Stern

Mobile: +86 136 1169 1358

Email: nds@nlsp.dk

www.nlsp.dk

Partnership with:
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http://www.nlsp.dk/
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